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ness about the close of 1563. His widow entered, in the year
1566, into a second marriage with John Sinclair of Caithness, and
after the death of the latter, in 1578, into a third, with Archibald
Douglas, a relative of the Earl of Morton. Bothwell's sister,
during her first brief union to John Stuart, bore a son, Francis
Stuart, to whom Mary became godmother, and of whom his maternal
uncle at a later period assumed the office of guardian. Named, as
it would seem after Mary's first husband, and by his father's early
death specially commended to her care, Francis Stuart received,
even in his childhood while the Queen was still at the head of the
Government of Scotland, many proofs of her kindness, and was
afterwards, in a testament made at Sheffield during her imprison-
ment, recommended as her brother's son and her own godson to the
favourable regard of James vi. particularly in order that he might
succeed to the Bothwell estates. James vr. consequently con-
sidered Francis Stuart as his cousin, and although belonging to an
illegitimate branch of the family, created him, in 1581, Earl of
Bothwell and Lord High Admiral of Scotland, having at the same
time made over to him all the rest of his uncle's long forfeited
possessions and offices. His character was notwithstanding too
much-like that of his uncle, and his political life was also as stormy
as his. However ungrateful the new Earl of Bothwell afterwards
showed himself towards James vr., he never in the least forgot the
kindness with which Mary had followed him from his cradle. He
told James vi. to his face that if he submitted to Elizabeth's pro-
secution against his imprisoned mother, he deserved to be hanged,
and when the tidings of her execution reached Scotland, he
exclaimed that a coat of mail was now the only mourning he should
wear, and put forth all his efforts to set on foot a hostile attack
upon, England. Seven years afterwards he was obliged to seek
refuge in the wild Highlands of the North, and subsequently to
betake himself to the Orkneys, whence he at length continued his
flight over the Shetland Isles to France. In 1600 the French
Government compelled him to withdraw into Spain, whence he
betook himself to Naples, and there, after he had gone over to
Romanism, he ended his life in the year 1012, having, it is alleged,
died of grief at the death by accident of the eldest son of James vi.,
Prince Henry Frederick. After Earl Francis Bothwell's forfeiture,
the hereditary office of Lord High Admiral of Scotland was trans-
ferred to the younger family of Lennox (properly Aubigny) until
the lattcr's extinction in the reign of Charles IL, when it was finally